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/in our country to look back over 
past year and select the great 
hes among men, great names among 


mts, great names among. produc- 
gS in the various fields of endeavor 
fm as literature, art, invention and 
rn. One prominent magazine has the 
Stice of selecting the man-of-the- 
rt and displaying him on the front 
- =) ae 
wut of all names of persons, events, 
books, there is none that can com- 
= with the name of Jesus Christ. 
tre is no event which can compare 
m His coming to earth to rescue 
mul man. There is no book which 
compare with the greatest Book 
ech is the Christ story, the Bible. 
‘other words we are dealing this 
‘ning with the greatest and best 
all names. 
mripture gives a peculiarly strong 
ohasis to that greatest of all names: 
serefore God has highly exalted 
nm and bestowed on Him the name 
och is above every name, that at 
name of Jesus every knee should 
7, in heaven and on earth and un- 
the earth, and every tongue con- 
; that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
“y of God the Father,” Phil 2:9-11. 
A the well known word from Is- 
Me or tO. us. a child is born, to 
ia son is given; and the govern- 
nt will be upon his shoulder, and his 
ne will be called ‘Wonderful Coun- 
ir, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
mee of Peace.’” Isa. 9:6. 
: is in that wondrous Name that we 
»e established this institution. It is 
‘hat marvelous Name that we strive 
sarry on. For there is no other Name 
‘er heaven among men by which we 
st be rescued. 
fescue is so needful. For we are 
ng in perilous times. We are bur- 
ed as a people and as nations with 
mentous problems which are of ex- 
‘ive nature. We are surrounded in 
sinful existence by circumstances 
xh may cause our downfall. What 
nore, within our own selves there 
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The Only Name 


Dr. H. C. Jersild, President of Synod 
| has become an established prac- 


are tendencies and inclinations which 
would aid in our destruction. All hu- 
man panaceas, commendable as many 
of them are, have not succeeded in 
staving off our perils. They are still 
just as prevalent, just as real today 
as they were yesterday. 

There have been great names in his- 
tory, names which because of their 
influence and strength have constitut- 
ed turning points in this or that field 
of endeavor, have brought about great 
changes in thought, in living and do- 
ing. But all these names have not suc- 
ceeded in giving man a firm footing, 
a solid foundation. He still in his own 
right is frustrated and bewildered. He 
needs help. He needs hope. He needs 
rescue. And there is only one name 
under heaven given among men by 
which we must be rescued. It is the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

At this point allow me to quote an 
interesting bit which came to my at- 
tention in the January number of the 
Pulpit Digest, under the title of “A 
Gigantic Man.” It has pertinent mean- 
ing in this connection: 

“At the turn of the year, we look 
down the corridors of the months 
ahead with dread and hope inter- 
mingled. We think again, inevitably, 
of the need for quality of mind and 
life over quantity of material. What 
shall it profit a world to have all 
kinds of marvelous material, and 
lose the life, the mind, the spirit 
which might make the material a 
blessing instead of a curse. Men to- 
day have attained gigantic stature. 
Some one has pictured it thus: 

With radar, man’s eyes are so 
powerful that he can see through 
fog. 

With television he can watch a 
football game played 3000 miles a- 
way. 

Electronics have so enlarged man’s 
voice that the slightest whisper can 
be turned into a shout and, in the 
twinkling of an eye, be hurled a- 
round the world. 

Aereonautics have given man such 


wings that he flies faster than the 
speed of sound, and now must stop 
to hear himself coming. 


All that—and yet! And yet with 
nuclear fission man has such power- 
ful fists that he can kill 150,000 
people with one blow! 

We desperately need a gigantic 
soul to go with the new gigantic 
man and keep him from destruction 
and suicide. We need, and we can 
see it more clearly than ever be- 
fore, the saving and transforming 
power of Christ.” 


As we pause at the beginning of a 
new year and call the roll of great 
names among men, great events, and 
great writings, let us constantly re- 
mind ourselves that worthy and praise- 
worthy as these names may be, there 
is only one name in which there is 
hope and help, peace and power, the 
name of Jesus Christ; only one great 
event in which there is forgiveness and 
life, His sacrifice on the Cross; only 
one great Book which has as its God- 
wrought message, eternal life in Je- 
sus Christ, the Bible. 


The rich saving blessings of that 
Name, that Event, and that Book, be- 
come yours and mine as we penitently 
confess our shortcoming, our futility 
and sin, and turn in faith to Christ 
Jesus for pardon. “And He will have 
mercy and abundantly pardon.” With 
Him there is plenteous redemption. 
With Him there is assurance and hope 
which gives courage and strength to 
live victoriously. There is no other 
name in which it can be accomplished. 

This year of 1954 will be a greater 
and richer year for you and me, cre- 
ating and sustaining greater confidence 
and courage, greater assurance and cer- 
tainty in daily living and doing, if 
you and I grow in the grace and know- 
ledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, if you and I by daily prayer, 
daily meditation on His truth, regular 
worship, and a sincere desire to serve 
Him, enter more and more into His 
fellowship, and more and more are 
patterned according to His life and 
way. May He, the Lord of grace arid: 
glory, have His way with each one of 
us. 
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News and Notes 


The first page article is an address 
delivered by the synodical president 
at a chapel hour of Dana College and 
Trinity Seminary, 


Sleepy Eye, Minn., Pastor A. V. 
Neve, The congregation at Sleepy Eye, 
Minn., has decided to buy a lot on 
which to build a new church. No 
date has been set as to the start of 
the building. 


Portland, Oregon. Bethany Lutheran, 
C. Scriver Kloth, pastor. A net gain 
of 13 members was received during 
the past year. The budget for 1954 
is $16,270.16. The pastor got a raise of 
$600.00 in salary. 


A Fat Pig. The ‘Brotherhood of 
Olivet Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, 
Calif., Pastor J. M. Girtz, has the in- 
teresting custom of charging a fine 
from each member for several reasons. 
If they bought a new car, they have 
to pay so much, etc. During the past 
year the Brotherhood collected about 
$52.00. We pass this on to other Broth- 
erhoods. 


Chicago, Ill. Golgotha Lutheran, Pas- 
tor F. C. M. Hansen. The congrega- 
tion had a net gain of 27 baptized 
members during the past year. It had 
an income of $17,613.84 during the 
year. It reports a baptized member- 
ship of 539. 


To Correspondents. This page gives 
an idea of some short news notes you 
might send the editor about your con- 
gregation the past year. But send them 
as soon as you have had your an- 
nual meeting. 


Red Deer, Alberta, Canada. Pastor 
Gerhard Nygaard. In October, 1953, 
Trinity United Ey. Lutheran Church 
purchased its building site for church 
and parsonage. The lots have a front- 
age of 219 feet. The congregation is 
at present planning its church and 
parsonage and hopes to begin building 
sometime in the Spring. 

A successful Sunday School Christ- 
mas program was held on December 
19th in the Elks Hall with over 200 
in attendance. Fifty are enrolled in 
the Sunday School. 

Twenty-one individuals have recent- 
ly joined the congregation, seven by 


baptism. At present the baptized mem- 
bership stands at 115. 

A Luther League was organized on 
September 20th in the parsonage. The 
average attendance at the league meet- 
ings has been 17. The Ladies Aid, with 
a membership of 31, is planning a tur- 
key supper on February 19th. Arrange- 
ments are being made to serve 200. 
A successful tea and bazaar was held 
in October. The ladies realized a 
profit of $140. 


Kenosha, Wis. Pastor L. Siersbeck. 
St. Mary’s congregation has concluded 
a most successful year. It conducts 
two morning services. A total of 92 
new members joined the church. The 
annual budget of the congregation is 
$24,330.00. It raised $8,942.61 for mis- 
sions. 


Greenville, Mich., Pastor Leo. H. 
Andersen. The congregation the past 
year gained a total of 44 new mem- 
bers. Its total receipts were $17,200.00. 
The Pastor’s salary was increased from 
$4,000, to $4,400. 


Viborg, S. Dak., Pastor K. R. Jen- 
sen. About 50 new members were add- 
ed to the congregation the past year. 
At the recent annual meeting reports 
of the different organizations were 
given. The pastor was given a gen- 
erous love gift. Several passed away 
during the year. Mrs. Peter Lund, 
Sept. 24. Alfred Morgensen writes us 
a long letter wishing the blessing of 
God upon the whole synod. 


‘Needed. The Galilee home mission 
church, Pewaukee, Wis. is in need of 
a communion set. If any one has a 
used one, please contact Mr. Robert 
Rush, 411-lst Ave. Pewaukee, Wis. 
They could use some used choir robes 
too. 


Spencer, Iowa, Pastor John M. Jen- 
sen. During the past year the con- 
gregation has paid off a number of 
unpaid bills due to the new church. 
It got a $3400.00 organ paid for. It 
spent a total of $2900.00 on Missions. 
Its total income was $20,300.00. It gain- 
ed 87 new baptized members. But it 
had a number of losses. Its total mem- 
bership as of Jan. 1, 1954 is 501 bap- 
tized members. 
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Norwalk, Calif. Pastor Wm. J.) 
son. This church is a home n 


now has 692 baptized members. ] 
695 enrolled in the Sunday S 
The annual budget for 1954 is $1 


Harlan, Ia. Pastor Lyle Paj 
Christmas season at our pats| 
was especially happy this year § 
the arrival of a baby daughter, 
via Jean. She was born Dece 
19, and has three brothers, W 
Joel, and Mark to help take ca 
her. 


At their annual business meetin 


i | 
{ 


cept for a new vice-pres., Mrs. 
Wigness. The ladies together wit} 


The S. S. has named the Ist; 
day of each month Birthday Sun¢ 
those who have birthdays durin) 
month bring their offerings that} 
The last ‘Sunday is Mission Suf 
and a Jr. Service with the J 
Choir singing is held to acquair 
children with the regular chure 
vice. 6 new teachers have joine( 
staff. 


The annual meeting of the co 
gation was held January 18. Five 
officers were elected to the board 

New members received durin} 
year totaled 37 adults and 19 chi 
There are 18 in the junior, and | 
the senior confirmation classes. 


Our Cherokee Indian Mission. 
Christmas Celebrations. May we i 
manner express thanks to all 
helped in making Christmas a f 
and festival occasion as we thir 
the many gifts which were sent ti 
mission at Christmas time. As | 
Christmas was celebrated in the ch 
the mission home, and the scho 
Oaks, and at the four preaching fF 
away from Oaks,—the Holland s« 
the Flint chapel, the Dave Ri 
home, and the Bull Hollow cet 
And as usual all our Christmas 
tivities were well attended. 

We would like to express thank 
the money gifts received, which © 
it possible to get some more ¥ 
for use in our Sunday school, anc 
to give Bibles to 20 of the older I 

(Continued on page 9) 
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ditorials and Comments 
The Folly and Power of the Cross 


en we instruct adults for church membership, we 
get to speak of the folly of the cross. We refer to 
ul’s first letter to the Corinthians, 1:18. It seems with- 
; common sense to tell a man that looking toward a 
1 crucified 1920 years ago and believing in Him, 
t He is alive today, will save a person, forgive’ his 
, translate him from death to life and give him etern- 
hope. But this is the Christian message which here 
counter to common sense. 

"Ve are now touching on one of the vital points of 
> faith. Paul argues against the wisdom of the Greeks. 
that Paul was opposed to the knowledge or the 
llosophical thinking of the Greeks, but he tells the 
‘ple of Corinth that this thinking has no power to 


or the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
ishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
od.” 

"aul does not ask if this makes sense, for it does 
make sense, if you simply use your intellect or your 
»wledge. 

Mme of the big problems among people today is this: 
2s it make sense, can it be explained so that I can 
lerstand it and grasp it? 

tut the basic things in the Christian faith cannot be 
-lained so that I can grasp them with my mind. They 
Sst be believed, and as I believe I experience the 
wer of God. 

ere is much religious discussion in our day. In 
ay there has been a great discussion about the 
lity of hell. In Denmark a Professor Lindhardt has 
esed much discussion about life after death. In Swe- 
Hedenius has stated that unless there is meaning 
pur view of God, there is nothing to it. 

Me holds that if you arrive at the conclusion that the 
of God is meaningless, then God has no claim on 


is is a pagan view of life. 

* you cast overboard what you do not understand, 
will of course get your own conclusions, but they 
not God’s conclusions. 

lhristian workers must constantly keep the folly of 
cross of Christ before them, or they will find them- 
res merely moralizing. 

they will talk about the good man, the fine man, the 
+ man, the spiritual man, but they have taken the 
rt out of the gospel. 

Ye all admire success, and there is nothing wrong 
anting to be successful. Certainly we also hope to 
#2 a measure of success in the church. 

ut it is not so difficult to be successful, says Soren 
kegaard. All you need is to have some knowledge 
‘uman passions. 

teach the law in a mild manner and exhort the peo- 
to good works. Then if they produce some good 
s, you conclude that this is Christian life, 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 3 


What would Paul say to this? He said to the people 
at Corinth: “I decided to know nothing among you ex- 
cept Jesus Christ and him crucified.” I Cor. 2:2. 

The true success in the church of God will constantly 
go back to these words. It is a constant struggle, for the 
devil and my own will want me to depend on myself 
and my own intellect. 

But what a blessing it is that it does not first depend 
on me. It depends on Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for 
me. 


Mimeographing 


Yes, why not write an editorial on the fine art of 
mimeographing? That certainly may be read rather 
than editorials of a more theological nature. Our synod 
has made great progress in this gentle (not always clean) 
art of mimeographing the past 10 years or so. The an- 
nual reports turned out by the pastors and their tire- 
less assistants are real masterpieces both as far as de- 
tailed contents and art are concerned. 

Tt is almost like a revival sweeping the land. Every 
little item must be mentioned. It is like our acknowledge- 
ment section in The Ansgar Lutheran. Give 25 cents 
and your name and address as well as the worthy cause 
will be printed. 

The different departments of the synod are beginning 
to learn the value of mimeographing also. We don’t be- 
lieve we have made as much progress as some _ other 
synods in that direction, but we are getting there. The 
youth department in our synod is doing fine work in 
that line. The other departments are gradually learn- 
ing. 

A pastor from another synod told us that he is saving 
all the mimeographed material sent to him during the 
year of 1954. The last day of the year he will send it 
all back to headquarters in a large box, by special de- 
livery, with the large letters printed on the box, “A 
Happy New Year!” 

Church architecture, the church and state and other 
subjects have recently been mentioned in the church 
press, but underneath it all (and more important?) 
comes mimeographing. 

The editor is a bit sarcastic in this editorial. He admits 
it. But read the next editorial. Without the mimeograph 
and the art of printing this sameness mentioned would 
not be possible. We must of course use the mimeograph, 
but don’t we have a point? 


Sameness 


This is the time of the year when programs are work- 
ed out in the auxiliaries of the church. Years ago the 
programs were almost the same every place. The pastor 
read Scripture, he expounded it, and then he often 
read a story, or someone else was asked to read a story 
or article. There was a sameness about these programs 


(Continued on page 10) 
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The Value of Luther League Counselors 


By George J. Robertson 


The use of counselors or adult advisors in the youth pro- 
gram is a recent development in our Synod. No doubt there 
have been instances where lay persons have assisted the 
pastor with the Luther League in the past, but this has not 
been the common practice. 

Because there still are many congregations where the 
entire work of the Luther League rests upon the pastor, it 
would seem good to set forth the value of lay counselors. 


I. THEY MEET A NEED CAUSED BY LOWER AVER- 

AGE AGE OF LEAGUERS. 

A few years ago it was not uncommon to find young peo- 
ple between the ages of 20 and 30 years taking an active 
and leading part in the Luther League. These young adults 
supplied the know-how and experience of program planning 
and presentation. Today in the United States we find that 
youths in their junior or senior year of High School are 
about the oldest found in Luther League. Jn some instances 
the average age of Leaguers has dropped to 14 or 15 years. 
In Canada, we understand, Leaguers are somewhat more 
mature on the average because they continue in the League 
longer than is the case in the States. 

The younger the Leaguers, the greater the need for adult 
counselors to augment the work of the pastor in the youth 
program. And we want to emphasize that counselors are not 
to take the place of the pastor, but to assist the pastor in the 
work of the Luther League. 


Il. THEY RELIEVE BUSY PASTORS OF TIME-CON- 
SUMING DETAILS. 


Devoted pastors have always been busy men. There never 
has been enough time to get all the pastoral work done that 
should be done in the parishes of our Church. Witness the 
large percentage of unchurched in every community. A re- 
tired pastor once said: “When I look back on my ministry, 
the one thing I regret is that there were so many things I 
wanted to do for the Lord which I never got done.” The 
pace of church activities has not decreased, but rather in- 
creased in recent years. 

By looking after the details of Luther League work, coun- 
selors give the pastor more time to devote to other impor- 
tant phases of his work. A counselor can very well take 
care of a committee meeting of Leaguers planning an out- 
ing or meeting to work out the details of a program which 
has been selected with the pastor’s guidance. A counselor 
can look after the League’s Christmas Chimes sales cam- 
paign, etc., relieving the pastor of these details. 


TI. THEY PROVIDE YOUTH WITH LAY CHRISTIAN 
INFLUENCE. 


Young people naturally follow the example of older peo- 
ple whom they admire. What better influence can we give 
the youth of our church than the sincere Christian example 
and guidance and consecrated laymen and laywomen? A 
County Sheriff recently said that he finds juvenile delin- 
quents are often motivated by the desire to imitate adults 
who are following the anti-Christian and anti-social pattern 
of behavior. The more we can have our youth mingle with 
Christian laymen of sterling character, the greater will be 
the impression and influence for good in their lives. Not 
many of them will become pastors, but many of them, yes 
most of them, will become Christian laymen or laywomen. 
And the influence of such as have embraced Christ in their 
hearts and are living Him in their daily vocation will bear 
much fruit among young people, 


q 
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_ IV. WHAT CAN COUNSELORS DO? 
1. They can help plan the entire program of the Le} 
They should attend program committee meetings vi 
the pastor also is present. After the planning is over, } 
can see that each Leaguer does his or her part so thal 
programs are well prepared and well executed. 

2. They can furnish guidance at meetings of the | 
They are not to do the work for the Leaguers, but to 
sel them in doing their parts well. Their presence at 4 
meetings when the pastor is compelled to be absent t 


League. They also serve to fill the gap when a vacane| 
curs in the pastorate of the parish. Other organizatio} 
the church have adult leadership the year around, and car 
ally function during long vacancies without suffering too| 
loss. This is not true of the Luther League where thel 
tor has been the sole advisor and counselor to the 


through prolonged vacancies without loss of memb¢. 
or interest. | 

3. They make increased activity for the youth pos 
There is a limit to the time a pastor can give to the # 


assisting, more picnics, outings, rallies, etc. can be pla 


It may be argued that young people already have too } 
activities to take them away from home. However, 


ship than they are having. One of the reasons so much 
ly activity is participated in by youth is that the el 
has not offered an adequate program of youth activi; 
lated to and sponsored by the church. 


4, Counselors make possible a greater variety of s 
projects for Luther Leaguers. With counselors to lead | 
young people can visit the shut-ins, do good turns fo 
fortunate families, earn extra money for mission prc 
and assist the local congregation on various special 
casions. i 

Young people are usually an active lot. It is not a }j 
tion of activity or no activity, but one of wholeson} 
unwholesome activity. Lay counselors can do much to } 
the energies of young people into constructive Chr 
channels for the benefit of youth and the church as a ¥ 
and to the glory of God. 


Church Work 


The time is ripe to sound an intensified call to se 
to the men of the church, a leading Evangelical Lut] 
Church pastor declared at St. Paul, Minn. at the Mid-W 
convocation for pastors of the ELC, | 

Speaking on the theme “Utilizing The Man Power o} 
Church,” the Rev. Melford S. Knutson, pastor of Firs} 
theran Church, Albert Lea, Minn., described to the asse 
what he termed a trend among devout un-ordained | 
of the church to seek full time employment in orgé 
church work. 

Many able men with top salaries in the business + 
are dissatisfied with their jobs, Mr. Knutson contende 
mobilize them, he urged creation of a special agency to 
dle such applications for work, to give them special 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ran Educator Warns 
st ‘Statism’ in Schools 
cinnati, O.—A religious outlook 


be maintained in education or | 


;chools will foster the worship of 
| power, the National Lutheran 
ational Conference was told here. 
_-C. H. Becker, president of Wart- 
| College, Waverly, Ia., said that 
icracy was essentially a religious 
resting on faith and having “the 
nm of the individual” as one of its 
_ concepts. 

thout this conception of man, the 
cratic idea breaks down, he add- 


Becker said this religious outlook 
o be retained in education if our 
S were to continue as a bulwark 
ocracy. 
his is not the case,” he said, “our 
ls will soon foster self-regarding 
sm, will become indifferent to 
ity and public affairs, and will 
- the worship of State power.” 
2 Iowa educator warned against 
church colleges fall under the 
ence of “statism.” 

defined statism as “the attempt 
rect and control an ever-increas- 
mbit of worldly affairs by govern- 
command and prohibitions.” 

is the belief,’ he added, “that 
fmment is the proper tool to use 
development of a society which 
ipts to carry Christian principles 
ehavior into practical effect.” 
sions of the world are practicing 
m’’ more and more, Dr. Becker 
ed. He said Christian colleges 
combat it with a sound academic 
:am and Christian philosophy. 
y must teach “such basic beliefs 
supremacy of the moral law, 
nviolability of conscience, the one- 
of mankind, the equal worth of 
man beings,” he explained. 
said Christians needed to solve 
eroblem of keeping faith in de- 
cy alive when the education of 
citizens does not emphasize re- 
us values. 


-uri-Wisconsin Split 

Be Averted, Leaders Hope 
aukee, Wisconsin—The likeli- 
of a split between the Lutheran 
sh-Missouri Synod and the Evan- 
‘1 Lutheran Joint Synod of Wis- 
and other States was reduced 
ronference here of national lead- 
* the two synods, according to of- 
| present at the sessions. 

- conference was adjourned with- 
eaching agreement on the doc- 


trinal dispute between the two groups 
but the presidents of the two synods 
were directed to set up another meet- 
ing of top leaders to continue the dis- 
cussions, if possible before the Lenten 
season. 

The conference was held behind clos- 
ed doors, but after it adjourned the 
Rev. Oscar J. Naumann of St. Paul, 
Minn., president of the Wisconsin 
Synod, said he thought the meeting 
had reduced the likelihood of a split. 

Dr. Herman Harms of St. Louis, Mo., 
first vice president of the Missouri 
Synod, stressed that the “very pur- 
pose of the meeting’ was to reduce 
the danger of a split and added, “I 
think we have achieved that purpose 
even though we haven’t completed our 
business.” 


More Christians Named 
To Sudanese Parliament 

Khartoum, Sudan—Sir Robert Howe, 
British Governor-General of this Af- 
rican territory, has completed the Su- 
dan’s first Parliament by naming 20 
Senators, three of them Christians, to 
its 50-member Upper House. 

Six of the men who won Senate 
seats during the Sudan’s first elections 
last December also are Christians as 
are 12 of the 96 representatives in the 
Lower House. All the Christian legis- 
lators are converts from pagan tribes 
in southern Sudan. 

Until now under joint British and 
Egyptian rule, the Sudan is to decide 
within three years whether to set it- 
self up as an independent republic or 
link itself with Egypt. — 


Nazarene Church 
Reports Gains 

Kansas City, Mo.—Members of the 
Church of the Nazarene gave a record 
average of $118.33 each to the Church 
during 1953, Dr. S. T. Ludwig, general 
secretary, said here. In 1952, per capita 
giving of the Nazarenes was $117.97, 
also an all-time high. 

Dr. Ludwig said the total amount 
of Nazarene contributions in 1953 was 
just under $30,500,000 and that dur- 
ing the year the denomination’s mem- 
bership rose to 258,000, a gain of 3.2 
per cent. 

He also reported that 152 new con- 
gregations had been organized in 1953 
to bring the denomination’s total 
throughout the world to 4,040. Of these 
3,826 are in the U.S., 117 in Canada 
and 97 elsewhere in the world. In ad- 
dition, Dr. Ludwig said, the Church 
now has 265 missionaries and 1,150 
native workers in 25 foreign fields. 


The Nazarene official also reported 
an increase of three per cent in Sun- 
day school enrolments to a total of 
537,000. 


German Lutherans Review 
Church Life in East 

Berlin, Germany —Even though 
church life in East Germany was “more 
or less normal” during the last months 
of 1953, the tribulations during “the 
stormy months” of church persecution 
in the first half of the year have 
clearly shown the necessity to strength- 
en Lutheran congregational life, it was 
stated here by Evangelisch-Lutherische 
Kirchenzeitung. 

In a year-end evaluation of the 
church situation in East Germany dur- 
ing 1953, the official publication of the 
United Lutheran Church in Germany 
pointed out that church life in the 
East “calmed down” after the Church- 
State agreement of June 10 and that 
“some of the difficulties ceased” but 
“other wishes were not fulfilled.” 

The chief lesson of “the stormy 
months” was that congregational life 
must be strengthened and more in- 
dividual responsibility developed a- 
mong church members, Kirchenzeitung 
stressed. 

It added that not enough church 
members were ready “to jump into the 
breach when the pastor fell out.” 

Another lesson, Kirchenzeitung went 
on, was that church members must de- 
velop more initiative and greater re- 
sponsibility for the Christian educa- 
tion of their children. 

The general unrest and riots in East 
Germany after June 17 created prob- 
lems which must be squarely faced 
and deeply considered by all congre- 
gations, the official publication said. 

These events, it said, put the Luther- 
an doctrine of the two Kingdoms on 
trial. 

Kirchenzeitung claimed that this 
very doctrine gave the people of East 
Germany what they needed more than 
anything else, namely “the conviction 
that they are men, children of God, 
and not mere numbers, manpower, 
means of production, or working 
hands.” 

On the other hand, it added, the 
implementation of the doctrine faced 
the ‘Church “with manifold problems.” 

Finally, Kirchenzietung said, the 
strong ties between the three Evan- 
gelical churches in East Germany and 
the regional churches of West Ger- 
many, gave strength during the events 
of 1953 to the churches of Saxony, 
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Thuringia, and Mecklenburg in the 


Soviet Zone. 


France Now Has 
800,000 Protestants 

Paris—About 800,000 of France’s 42,- 
740,000 people are Protestants accord- 
ing to a new book described by critics 
as “the most authoritative modern 
work on French Protestantism.” It is 


“The French Protestant” by Emile G. 


Leonard of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
(College of Higher Studies). 

M. Leonard notes, however, that 
nearly 60 per cent of the estimated 
800,000 Protestants are “seasonal” 
churchgoers who “attend Christmas, 
Easter, wedding, baptismal and funer- 
al services but almost never have re- 
course to their church at other times.”’ 

The author states that in the 17th 
to 19th centuries there were less than 
600,000 Protestants in France. 

Largest Protestant groups in the 
country, according to the book, are 
the Reformed Church of France with 
350,000 members, the Lutheran Church 
of Alsace-Lorraine (Augsburg Con- 
fession) with 240,411, the Reformed 
Church of Alsace-Lorraine with 48,- 
960, and the Paris and Montbeliard 
Lutheran ‘Churches with 40,000. 

The Baptist churches have 20,000 
members, Independent Reformed Evan- 
gelical Church 18,614, Central Evan- 
gelical Society 18,000, Pentecostalist 
churches 20,000, Mennonite churches 
10,000, Darbyites (Plymouth Brethren) 
10,000, Seventh-day Adventist church- 
es 2,500, Free Evangelical Church 2,190, 
Methodist churches 643, and the Sal- 
vation Army and “other popular mis- 
sions” a total of about 18,500. 


Lutheran Youth Name 
Most Popular Hymns 

Minneapolis, Minn.—‘“‘Beautiful Sav- 
iour” and “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God” won a recent hymn-popularity 
contest among Augustana Luther lea- 
gues of 400 congregations. 

Runners-up in votes were “Beneath 
the Cross of Jesus’ and “Take My 


MORE USE OF LAYMEN URGED IN FULLTIME 
CHURCH WORK 
(Continued from page 4) 
ing if necessary, and to place them in strategic areas of 


church activity. 


Mr. Knutson advocated a greater use of men as lay as- 
sistants, youth directors, business managers, college teach- 
ers and even parish workers, adding that there is no reason 
why men should not be used for such tasks as well as 


women. 


If such a program were adopted on a large scale, Mr. 
Knutson stated, it would change the entire pattern of lay 


activity in the ELC. 


In sounding the call to the men of the church, Mr. Knut- 
son also declared that a greater emphasis should be placed 
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Life and Let It Be Consecrated.” 

Results of the poll were given by 
the Rev. Carl Manfred, associate youth 
director of the Augustana Lutheran 
(Church, at a meeting of the All-Lu- 
theran Youth Leaders Council here. 

The survey of favorite religious 
music was taken at a series of youth 
meetings by Mr. Manfred and Dr. 
Wilton Bergstrand, Augustana youth 
director. 

Others of the 10 top hymns included: 
“Holy, Holy, Holy,’ “My Jesus, I 
Love Thee,” “What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus,” “Rock of Ages,” “The Old 
Rugged Cross” and “Faith of Our 
Fathers.” 

Among the choruses frequently sung 
at church meetings, the young people 
gave as their five favorites, in order 
of preference, “Living for Jesus,” “For 
God So Loved the World,” “Open 
Mine Eyes,” “Jacob’s Ladder” and “Into 
My Heart.” 

The survey was made to help de- 
termine which hymns and _ choruses 
to include in “Youth’s Favorite Songs,” 
a book which will be published soon 
for use by youth groups. 


Lutheran Pastors 
Hit Film Ban 

Montreal—The Lutheran Ministerial 
Association. of Greater Montreal has 
called the ban of the motion picture 
“Martin Luther” a “grave danger to 
the trust and authority which the 
people of this Province have placed 
upon the government for the protec- 
tion of their freedom.” 

The protest was voiced in a special 
letter to Premier Maurice Duplessis, 
Attorney General of the Province of 
Quebec, in which they asked for a re- 
versal of the ban. 

A license for showing the film of the 
16th century Protestant reformer in 
the theatres of Quebec was refused in 
December by the Quebec board of cen- 
sors. Alexis Gagnon, board chairman. 
said it had been barred in the interestg 
of “social peace.” 
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In their letter, signed by Pastor 
F. Neudoerffer, president of the mi 
isterial association, the Lutheran cle1 
gymen also said that they looked up¢ 
the ban as an injustice “to the tru 
of history and to the deep religio: 
conviction held by all Protestant Pe 
ple.” They added: 
‘We deplore the ban for its injusti) 
to the freedom of people to see ho’ 
est, true and exceptional films of th 
nature. The freedom of the screen | 
as much a right of men as is the fre 
dom of speech. 
“We pray that this action of 
Board of Censors will be reversed 
your office to be a witness to ft) 
world that the liberty and freedom | 
this Province, so tenaciously guard| 
by past generations, has been assur 
for this generation and those to com« 


Propose Joint Lutheran 
College in California 

Cincinnati, O.—A recommendati( 
that a Lutheran four-year liberal é 
college be established in Califor 
was made in a report presented by) 
special survey commission to the N 
tional Lutheran Educational Confé 
ence here. 


Dr. Gould Wickey of Washingt¢ 
D. C., chairman of the group whi 
spent three years in a study of ¢) 
question, warned, however, again 
founding such an institution “in ft 
traditional pattern under which 0} 
Church assumes all of the respon! 
bility.” 

“This venture in higher educati( 
should, instead, call forth a new pé 
tern of organization,” he said, “ 
which all Lutheran bodies in Ameri 
—or at least a considerable numb) 
of them—would cooperate in the e¢ 
lege project.” ; 

Dr. Wickey, executive secretary | 
the board of education of the Unite 
Lutheran Church in America, said thf 
California’s “phenomenal  populatid 
growth” was the principal basis of t 
commission recommendation. 


on recruiting more men for the ordained ministry. He pr 


posed the creation of what he termed a “flying fortress” | 


teams presenting the challenge of the ordained ministry | 


young, able and trained theologians, to tour the ELC | 


the high school boys of every parish in the ELC. 


As a further part of the program, Mr. Knutson advocati 
a greater use of church deacons and trustees in all phas 
of congregational activity. To view the work of the truste 
as “secular” and “unspiritual”’ is a lack of understanding | 


to the right use of money, he said, adding that the oppd 


tunity for stewardship is one of the key areas in whil 
laymen can work. 


“A preacher can preach stewardship all his life, but r 


until laymen practice it and testify of its resultant he 
piness to them will it ever work,” he declared. 


Our Foreign Mission Fields 


Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South, Dakota 


Witnessing in Japan 


Kurume, Japan 
October 9, 1953 
Friends, 


» of the tasks of a missionary is bringing the Sac- 
wt to our Christians, many of whom are in isolated 
;, surrounded by the world and cut off from their 
ar, the Church. As much as possible we seek 
4ose who because of distance or illness or other 
s are not able to hear the Word and receive the 
ment. For this reason, and also to see how the 
is progressing, I make a monthly trip to Oita and 
oka, respectively five and nine hours away by train, 
located on the eastern coast of Kyushu. We have 
‘elists working in both of these places so that the 
is being regularly proclaimed but because they 
1ot ordained, as the pastor responsible for both 
s, I visit them regularly. 
that it is in any way a chore. In Nobeoka, there 
«veral Christians, even Christian families, left from 
-utheran church that existed there before the war: 
xi-san, who has worked for years in a large dyna- 
Factory there, and who, with his wife and family, 
remained faithful even during the war; Matsuno- 
ad his family who during and after the war had 
tin North Korea, the husband imprisoned and ill- 
od. by the Russians, repatriated to Japan with no- 
rmore than they could carry although one of those 
was the family Bible, and now prospering in the 
»of the Earth” engineering firm in Nobeoka; again, 
1] even in tribulation. Fellowshipping with these 
oristians as well as with other new ones that have 
our group is a joy. 
another reason that I enjoy going to Nobeoka is 
se Muto-san is down there. Zacchaean in size, 
ful as befitting his age, (70), Muto-san is a tire- 
pome visitation pastor and a man that I love and 
ay 
» incidents from his life take us back almost 50 
He was drafted and sent to Manchuria in the 
Japanese war (1904-5) as a member of a medical 
ne day he was witness to a brutal scene that 
t him to a turning point in his life. Russian 
ers were brought one by one and forced to kneel 
a Japanese officer. The officer stood by with his 
making as if to behead them, playing this cruel 
for the inhuman pleasure of seeing the terror 
ertook the victim of this diabolical play. 
yever, while Muto-san was watching, one of the 
rs who was supposed to be overcome with fear, 
ly stood up, shoulders squared, head erect, and 
to sing. What he sang or why he sang was a 
-y, but because he could see that he was not a- 
.o die, Muto-san was mightily impressed by this 


Afterwards another man in his unit who understood, 
told him that the Russian was a Christian and that he 
had been singing a hymn. 

Muto-san remembered this scene and had occasion to 
compare it with another a few months later, when he 
reached the shores of Japan on board ship with the 
rest of his unit. The Buddhist Temple had arranged a 
welcome for them on shore consisting mainly of a dance 
by a group of Geisha. Being in a medical unit, Muto-san 
was in a position to judge the effect this had on the 
returning soldiers from the subsequent medical treat- 
ment they received. 

This latter incident served more than ever to heighten 
the impression that the Russian prisoner had had on 
him, and realizing that there must be something in 
Christianity that could give a man courage and make 
him unafraid in the face of death, he began to attend 
our Kurume church, was baptized, went into the Min- 
istry and has served his Lord faithfully these many 
years as a pastor. 


Yours in Christ, 
Lloyd Neve 


LIVING STONES 
(Translation of dedicatory address given by Pastor Arn- 


feld C. Morck in the “Church of the Redeemer”, Bogota, 


Colombia, September 27, 1953) 


Dear brethren in Christ: The joy which floods our 
hearts today has its antecedents of joy and sorrow in 
the thrilling story of the Gospel in this country, and es- 
pecially in Boyaca and Casanare. 

It is not many years since the good Seed of the Word 


_ began to be sown in those parts. It fell into good ground 


where it took root and bore the precious fruit of souls 
brought to the Lord Jesus Christ. Schools were opened 
where the children learned the Holy Scriptures, our 
Christian hymns and the secular subjects. Humble 
sanctuaries were built; chapels built of adobe and tamp- 
ed earth, but sanctified by the presence of the Most 
High and by the Word, the Sacraments and Prayer. 
Even now, reduced to ashes and debris they do not 
cease to testify of the faith which built them and of the 
love and truth that were preached in them; truth which 
liberates men and love which is able to pardon the au- 
thors of such sacrilegious destruction because Christ 
Jesus has pardoned us. 

Yes, these ruins testify even in a literal sense: De- 
fiantly, above the debris, on a bit of wall still standing, 
may be seen the words of the Master: “Ye shall know 
the Truth and the Truth shall make you free.” ese 
said a Christian brother from Boyaca, “they have des- 
troyed our chapel but they can never destroy the Truth 
that we heard there.” 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Thy Kingdom Come 


Sketches From a Summer in Colombia 
By F. W. Thomsen 


V. Against the Current 

Although most villagers are illiterate, they are being 
brought into contact with the outside world by the radio 
and through contacts with villagers who return home 
from trips to the city and from periods of employment 
in urban areas. 

It is quite a picture to see a young senorita leave the 
boat and walk beautifully, well-dressed and in high 
heels, into one of the riverside villages. We watch the 
senorita as she approaches a thatch-roofed hut, where 
she is met by her family and is greeted with a kiss. She 
disappears through a doorway: Fine blue and red dress 
against a background of primitive abode, moving from 
city life to this ancient mode of life, and yet seemingly 
happy to be home again. She is forever gone from our 
lives except as a memory that will linger on for a time. 

At Baranka we were told to stay overnight since the 
National River Patrol would not permit boats to sail by 
night through this region, a hot spot of activity by Lib- 
eral guerillas. We were informed of this fact by the 
ship’s captain, who imitated a machine gun in action, 
“Rat-a-tat-tat!” 

In spite of sporadic but severe persecution during re- 
cent years, the American Pentecostal mission work has 
continued in Baranka. This mission church, which has 
weathered storms, plans to build an addition that will 
seat 1200. We are thankful to God that, under the in- 
spired leadership of the missionaries stationed here, the 
work is moving forward. 

In relation to the political and religious situation, we 


Spiritual Halitosis 
By Chaplain Gilbert Jensen — 


“Your speech betrays you!” It was said of Peter, the 
fisherman from Galilee. It may rightly be applied to 
us all, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks.” Your speech unveils your attitudes; it gives 
you away. 

What does your speech tell about you? A man curses, 
trampling the name of God, violently, recklessly into 
the dust. Explanations and excuses may be advanced, 
but the practice is certainly without any logical defense. 

Some may excuse themselves by saying they are ig- 
norant, but no one reared in a land as richly influenced 
by Christian faith as the United States suffers such 
abysmal ignorance. 

Will someone say, “It’s a habit?” How then was the 
habit established? Would any court be likely to acquit 
a man who regularly spat on the flag of the United 
States, because he confessed this practice had become 
habitual with him? Would not the court rather impose 
a sentence sufficiently heavy to cause the offender and 
others to respect that symbol and to exercise proper 


February 8, 19) 


will mention here the Liberals and Conservatives aj 
touch upon their religious tendencies. The Liberals e 
the left wing and may include both Catholics and Prd 
estants. The concept “Liberal” has reference to an @ 
titude in religion and politics that includes a love ¥ 
freedom. In Colombia the Catholic Church is subsidizh 
by taxation. The state of Colombia has a concord 
with the Vatican, according to the terms of which tj 
monies are sent to Rome annually. The collection jj} 
church taxes by the government is similar to the sté ! 
and church relationship in Scandinavia. The strong Cd} 
servatives are ordinarily also fanatic Catholics, and éj. 
usually most numerous in the secluded areas, whe 
outside enlightenment has not penetrated. I 
** * * 

While reading the 15th chapter of Matthew, I si 
again the strength of Jesus, His compassion and discey) 


ment, His sense of values, and His manner of appé} 
leaving a record that has been, is, and will be the lig, 
of the world. It is good to know that the church whijj 
rose victorious in the midst of pagan religions, degen 
ate standards, and severe persecutions, still has j 
same Lord and will continue to spread, overpowerl 
darkness. But there is need for laborers to spread {| 
Word. I am reminded of Luther’s words, “We know ii 
deed that the Kingdom will come of itself without 
prayers, but we pray in this petition that it will com 
among us.” Let us never forget that it is God who sé 
prophets, and finally Jesus the Messiah. It is from G 
that the power flows. We may have power thro 
faith. 


restraint and self-control? I suspect that the membe 
of the court would rather conclude that the person wi 
so abused the flag was giving expression to an animos| 
and rebellion toward the United States, or else that ‘ 
one charged needed a psychiatric examination. r 

Cursing and swearing, where God’s name is carelel. 
ly thrown together with filthy words and phrases, is 
exposure of an irrational and insane behavior of a crd 
ture at odds with his Maker and Lord. It points out 
need for a drastic change in the basic attitude of the |! 
dividual concerned toward his God. (“Pardon me, Ch: 
lain!” is hardly an appropriate or saving aside. It is | 
the “padre’s” name which has been abused, but 
name of the Eternal God. The apologies are rightly | 
rected to Him and to no other!) 

It is Christ who says, “On the day of judgment nj} 
will render an account for every careless word t} 
utter; for by your words will you be justified, and | 


your words will you be condemned.” (Matthew 12: 
37). 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 
our Sunday school. Another gift 
ich we would like to mention is the 
able organ sent to us by the mar- 
I 


d couples group of Bethesda Lu- 
fran Church of Eugene, Oregon. This 
an will be used at services in homes 
d the Bull Hollow chapel. And some- 
e last fall there were the 40 steel 
ding chairs sent to’ our Sunday 
lhool by the First Lutheran Church 
Fremont, Nebraska. These chairs 
He a great help to us in our Sun- 
‘y school work at Oaks. 


New Club. During the fall months 
z ladies of the Bull Hollow area 
fan miles northwest of Oaks) were 
neanized into a club and took the 
tme “Bull Hollow Mission Club” as 
name. This club so far consists only 
Cherokee women and meets once 
onth at the chapel. In conducting 
is club we have the fine assistance 
a home demonstration agent for 
= Cherokee folks in our county. The 
b usually meets at 10 a.m. and the 
=mbers have lunch together at noon. 
.e morning is used in working at 
me project as agreed upon. After 
noon lunch the pastor conducts 
regular devotional meeting after 
nich the club has its regular bus- 
ass meeting and a study by the home 
mmonstration worker. At the Janu- 
vy meeting nine Cherokee women 
are present as well as 12 small chil- 
n. 


ithe Annual meeting. Jan. 10th fol- 
ving a fellowship dinner the mem- 
rs of the church met for the annual 
eting of the Oaks congregation. 
tere were the usual reports common 
such a meeting. We were most hap- 
for the financial report which show- 
itthat our little group had contribut- 
about $600.00 for the regular opera- 
in expenses of the church above that 
a year ago. In addition to this there 
sre also the contributions as made 
the parish hall project of last sum- 
«er, A new member was elected to 
board in Charley Tucker, who grew 
at our Mission Home and was a- 
eng the first group of children who 
me to the home in the late twenties. 
- Tucker is also one of our Sunday 
nool teachers. 


r. Tucker took the place of Mrs. 
srence Lamont on our board. Mrs. 
ont, known by many in our synod, 
harter member of our church, and 
many years a faithful worker, re- 
ntly moved to California to make 
- home with a daughter there. Mrs. 
mont will be missed. May God bless 
+ in her new church home as she 
s found it on the west coast. Mrs. 
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Lamont at one time attended Dana 
College—S. S. Kaldahl. 


Church in Greenland Faces 
Revolutionary Development 


Copenhagen, Denmark—The Church 
must adapt its ways to the “almost 
revolutionary” development of life in 
Greenland, it was stated at Copen- 
hagen, Denmark by Bishop Hans Fug]- 
sang-Damgaard on his return from a 
visit to the northern island. 


Changes in the life of the Greenland 
Eskimos have made Christian faith and 
churchmanship, which formerly were 
an unquestioned part of the Green- 
lander’s way of life, “as problematic 
as in Denmark and other European 
countries,” the bishop claimed. 


He reported on his official visit to 
Greenland last summer in “Praeste- 
foreningens Blad,’ the Danish min- 
isters’ periodical. 


Since World War II, he said, the 
change of climatic conditions and the 
shift of Greenland’s economy from 
hunting to industry, agriculture and 
fishing have brought about new de- 
velopments in the political, social, 
economic, and intellectual life. 


These changes, the bishop said, were 
strengthened when Greenland last 
summer received official political rec- 
ognition as an integral part of Den- 
mark. 


Previously the great northern island 
had been a colony of Denmark with 
very strict rules governing relations 
between Danes and natives. 


According to Bishop Fuglsang-Dam- 
gaard’s observations, the older gener- 
ation of Eskimos still lives according 
to “the hard-and-fast” traditions which 
have not changed for centuries, but 
the younger, many of whom are chil- 
dren of mixed marriajges between 
Eskimos and Europeans, largely share 
the ideas and the ways of life brought 
to Greenland from Denmark. 


Along with better living conditions, 
better education, and greater wealth, 
the change has brought about such 
problems as the break-up of the old 
patriarchal family pattern, the bishop 
said, 


Though some may regret this, the 
Church must in no case try to turn 
the clock back, but rather help the 
new generation to adapt itself to 
changed circumstances, he added. 


Above all, he said, the Church must 
see to it that the Greenlanders are 
never made to feel that they are sec- 
ond-rate men and that relations be- 
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tween them and Danes never become 
a problem. 


Social development, the bishop went 
on, bas largely affected the life of the 
Crurch, too, not least because the ca- 
reer of a catechist is no longer, as it 
was in former times, the only way for 
intellectual and social advancement. 


Because of this change, he said, the 
number of candidates for the min- 
istry from among the Eskimos is rapid- 
ly diminishing. 


Furthermore, Bishop Fuglsang-Dam- 
gaard observed, “the simple Christian 
in Greenland will have to pass through 
a spiritual crisis which must show 
him that Christianity cannot remain 
an unquestioned tradition but must 
become a matter of personal convic- 
tion.” 


Paying credit to the clergy and the 
catechists in Greenland as well as to 
such voluntary groups as the revival 
movement ‘“‘Pekatigingniat,” the bishop 
noted that “there are signs that the 


Church is seeking to adapt itself to 


the new situation.” 


Among other things, he said, the 
Greenlanders have started a new per- 
iodical for teachers and pastors and 
are planning to set up a People’s High 
School of the kind that has proved so 
valuable in Denmark. 


Lutheran work among the Eskimos 
of Greenland was begun by the Nor- 
wegian missionary, Hans Egede, in 
1721, and this work has been main- 
tained by the Church of Denmark. 


Today practically all of the approx- 
imately 21,000 Eskimos in their string 
of 161 settlements and outposts along 
the western and southwestern fringe 
of the island are Lutherans. 


Church headquarters, under a Dan- 
ish dean, is in the capital of Greenland, 
Godthaab. A northern branch is cen- 
tered at Godhavn. 


According to 1952 statistics, there 
were seven Danish and fifteen native 
Lutheran pastors in Greenland. 


“What animal,’ asked the teacher 
of the class in natural history, “makes 
the nearest approach to man?” 

“The mosquito,’ timidly ventured 
the. little boy with the curly hair. 


“Where did you absorb your fine 
principles?” asked the interviewer. 
“At your mother’s knee?” 

“No,” replied the great industrialist. 
“Across my father’s knee.” 
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Book Reviews 


The Dilemma of Church and State by G. Elson Ruff, 
Muhlenberg Press, 103 pages, $1.50. 


I heard one of the chapters of this book read at the 
Annual Lutheran Editors’ Convention in September, 
and therefore I looked forward to the book with keen 
anticipation. 


Dr. Ruff is a keen analyst of the events of the day, 
particularly those events that have anything to do with 
the church. Some of us have read Berggrav’s Man and 
State. Dr. Ruff gives us a book which has the Ameri- 
can scene in mind. The book certainly ought to be read 
by all pastors. 


In his foreword Dr. Ruff quotes a statement from an 
attorney who is a faithful church member: “I object to 
the statement,” says the attorney, “that ‘God is the Cre- 
ator and Lord of both church and state. His will is the 
law in both realms’ . If God’s will is law in both 
realms, how would our courts interpret and apply this 
law, and what authority would the courts recognize in 
interpreting this law in an individual case? What hap- 
pens to the American principle that the sovereignty 
rests with the people and that all laws are made by the 
people through their representatives, whether they be 
Catholic, Protestant, Jew, or nonbeliever?” And Ruff 
states that this is the problem he has in mind in this 
book. He gives us five chapters: The Search for Sanc- 
tion; The Totalitarian Church; It’s Your Souls We Want; 
Separation Between Church and State; America and 
God. 


As I stated it will stimulate the pastor’s thinking. 
It may even give him a few themes for sermons, or 
it may give a number of ideas as he preaches. At 
least it will help him as he goes about his people ad- 
vising them about the things of the day. And laymen 
will like the book too. It is written so that even they 
can understand it.—J.M.J. 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from page 3) 


except that the different pastors and people in the dif- 
ferent organizations were different. 


Nowadays there is much help available. The Luther 
League, The Ladies’ Aid and the other organizations 
can simply use the prescribed or suggested programs 
worked out at headquarters and sent to the pastors and 
to the officers. 


This is supposed to be an improvement over the pro- 
grams years ago. But we wonder. At that time the pastor 
at least was compelled to think while he selected his 
Scripture passage and the hymns. Perhaps he had to 
read three or four stories or articles before he found 
one for the meeting. 


Two Women and a War, by Grete Paquin and Renal 
Hagen, Muhlenberg Press, 233 pages, $3.00. 


I gave my wife this book to read, and I could not get 
it away from her before she had finished the story. 
She told me, “You must give this book a good review. 
It is the best book I have read for a long time.” It is a 
story about two German women who went through 
the war. It is an everyday story, and this is its chief 
value. You live with these women in their joys anal 
sorrows during the World War. You weep with them, 
and you get to believe with them. They gave their lives 
helping their neighbors, such as the Jews and others. 
They were deprived of the many things they used to: 
have, but God was like a pillar of fire who guided! 
them through their difficulties—J.M.J. | 


Face Your Life with Confidence, by William E. Hulme, 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 232 pages, $2.75. 


Dr. Hulme is teaching at Wartburg College, Waverly, 
Iowa. He is well known as a counselor of youth. The 
book is divided into six parts: Founding Our Faith; 
Getting Along with Yourself; Your Family and You; 
Fitting into the Group; You and the Other Sex; Reach- 
ing the Goals You Want. 


Dr. Hulme is well known for his writings, and in this 
book he has a message to all youth workers and par- 
ents with children in their teens. The book is based on 
actual case histories which makes it the more valuable) 
and interesting. We suggest that pastors and parents 
read it—J.M.J. 


A Message from God, by Armin C. Oldsen, Concordia. 
Publishing House, 147 pages, about $2.00. 

This is a series of 21 sermons delivered on the Lu- 
theran Hour program. The sermons are Biblical and. | 
they are aimed at the problems of human beings in. 
everyday life. They certainly bring a good message. _ 


—J.MJ.| 
| 


This is not necessary now. Hymns are suggested, 
Scripture passages suggested, subjects suggested. Often. 
material is so well developed that all the leader needs 
to do is to read it. The causes and the methods of 
stewardship are also pointed out. | 


distribute the material to ihe members, and the meeting 
is successful as well as the offering. 

We have been worrying about the sameness which is 
evidenced in the practices used in nazi and fascist lands. 
The same thing may be said of communist countries. 
No variety. Everything is handed down to all the peo- 
ple from above. Would it not be well if we left room 
for a little variety and originality? 

Now and then programs come to our desk that show 


some original thinking. More power to the people that 
make them! 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 
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: THE BOOK 

9k of books, our people’s strength, 

statesman’s, teacher’s, hero’s trea- 

sure, 

nging freedom, spreading truth, 

hhedding light that none can mea- 
sure; 

sdom comes to those who know 
thee, 

all the best we have we owe ihee. 


nk we those who toiled in thought, 
Ry diverse scrolls completing: 
‘ts, prophets, scholars, saints, 

ach his word from God repeating; 
they came, who told the story 
{ the Word, and showed his glory. 


‘ise we God, who hath inspired 
hose whose wisdom still directs us; 
ise him for the Word made flesh, 
or the Spirit which protects us. 
at of knowledge, ever burning, 
hed on us Thy deathless learning. 
—Perecy Dearmer 


IBACKGROUND INFORMATION 
By Elizabeth H. Bagger 
ss I passed from one room to an- 
=y at the art gallery, I heard the 
man back of me comment to her 
ert, “The only trouble with some 
chese pictures is that I understand 
little about religion. I don’t know 
at they’re about.” 
his chance bit of conversation both- 
d me as I continued my study of 
famous masterpieces on display— 
{ marveled at the use of reflected 
t in Rembrandt’s painting of “St. 
sr Denying Christ”—as I gazed at 
Greco’s “Feast in the House of 
son”’—and all through the many 
ms housing this magnificent ex- 
tion. 
-s I went home that night, bits 
2lass notes came to mind, as: “The 
mection between art and religion is 
old as man”... “Christianity was 
Sonsible for saving art during the 
k ages,” and so on. My friend of 
conversation was going to have 
‘iculty with at least 30 of the paint- 
3 in that particular exhibit. And 
=lt sorry for her. : 
ince then this incident has been 
ainding me of Philip, who also came 
Iss somebody who was having dif- 
Ity understanding what he was 
<ing at. The thing that is bothering 
now is that Philip did something 
ut it. What can I do about the 
man in the art gallery? 
—The Lutheran 


STOP HURRYING! 

The Bible seldom speaks, and cer- 
tainly never its deepest, sweetest 
words, to those who always read in a 
hurry. Nature can only tell her secrets 
to such as will sit still in her sacred 
temple till their eyes lose the glare 
of earthly glory and their ears are 
attuned to her voice. And shall rev- 
elation do what nature cannot? Never. 
The man who shall win the blessed- 
ness of hearing the voice of divine 
wisdom must watch daily at her gates, 
and wait at the posts of her doors. 

—F. B. Meyer 


FEAR NOT 
By Oliver Everette 


Fear not, my soul, to pray! 
Lo, God is near thee. 

Pray oft upon the way; 
Jesus will hear thee. 


He is thy Lord and Friend, 
Though shadows thicken; 

Let Him thy path attend 
Thy soul to quicken. 


Trust Him through all the day 
In joy and soyrow; 

Though steep and rough the way, 
Far off the morrow. 


Shun not the Mercy-seat 
Enshrined with glory; 
There kneel at Jesus’ feet, 

There tell thy story. 


Thy prayers He will receive, 
His grace attend thee! 

Trust, then, His Word believe, 
He shall befriend thee. 


THE SINGING HEART 
Oh, many be the hearts that growl, 
And heavy hearts that groan; 
And hearts that cry as years steal by, 
And lonely hearts that moan; 
But like the lark on distant wing, 
Be mine the heart that’s learned to 
sing! 
Oh, many be the hearts that shriek 
Their hatreds. Many, too, 
That cannot wait to curse their fate, 
And hearts that bark at you. 
To only one small hope I cling— 
That my heart shall forever sing! 
—Roscoe G. Scott 


MISCELLANEOUS 
A Scotch minister had come to the 
concluding, prayer, where it is custom- 
ary to pray for all and sundry. He 
suddenly remembered that he had for- 
gotten to pray for the magistrates. So 


he put in that petition’just where he 
was. He prayed: “Have mercy on all 
fools and idiots and especially upon 
the magistrates.” 

—Church Managemeut 


HIDDEN STRENGTH IN CHRIST 


Funerals have always been a dread 
to me—they were an ordeal to be a- 
voided whenever possible—ihey wete 
something I could not bear to witness. 
In my non-Christian way of thinking 
it was an end I could not face. For 
others it was terrible, for me un- 
thinkable that my body, too, wouid 
someday be lying straight and cold. 
As a youth I always hoped that I 
would go insane when I was old so 
that I would not be aware of dying, 
To what foolish extremes a non-be- 
liover will go to avoid the truth of 
Christ! 

I didn’t have much sympathy for the 
“lucky” ones left Hving—but instead 
a heartbreaking sorrow for the prec- 
ious body that was now dead, 

We recently lost a loved one in our 
family and I knew that this was one 
funerai I would have to attend. Un- 
consciously I took Christ with me, 
or should I say, as always Christ was 
with me if I would only acknowledge 
his presence, 

A feeling of peace came to me in 
the auviet of the funeral home—an 
awareness of the presence of God—a 
feeling that grew with each word of 
Christ as spoken by the minister. 
With each word I gained strengtn and 
lost fear—and realized the beauty of 
the death of this Christian woman. 
She is through now with the trials 
and cares of this world and need suffer 
ne longer with the disease that had 
destroyed her body but never her 
faith. I had heard these words many 
times before, but never as a Christian. 
Once again God showed me his stead- 
fast Jove. Oh, if only we were not so 
blind and could follow the life he 
has given us—recognizing. his pres- 
ence always, not just in time of strife 
and sorrow. 

This experience is just one of many 
I have had since becoming a Chris- 
tian, and each time I wonder why I’m 
surprised at my sudden inner strength. 
Isn’t that what God promised us 
through his son? I can’t imagine the 
years of muddle and torment before 
finding Christ. How wonderful it is 
to live in His love. 


—Catherine Lash 


< 
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A Page For Youth.. 


aeRO HC GCG ack Oe RIGOR OER CRO 
ow rmwrmrrr—mwrm—manrnnrn aera mess aeye—aqpep>r>rep»s—~nvr ™t 
Luther League Prayer Survey 


Homer Larsen, Editor | 


Regularly Sometimes Never 


DOP VOU MDLAY eee tek es Fer ee eee ores 47 30 ih 
WHEN DO YOU PRAY? 
Ingthesmorningaes seals ote eee eee 9 37 14 
At= mealtime: aiwoeic.. sack ee tee oe 34 30 D 
In the; evening 22x. sama. sees 6 sore cee. oe 32 oo 2 
Wiheng yous are esickuc sitet. ere retn terete 15 = 10 
Befores beginning a job 4... «1a eae oe 6 29 39 
Inatime. of fastemptatione.cewes Jee. acre 13 48 7 
During quiet moments in the Sunday 
Morning) Servicers. css t-te ee 20 46 9 
When walkineS alone Wsince cas sie = a 40 25 
Whensvourmares arraid ante teat tee 18 44 11 
Whens your aremhappy a-e- cms os ita eee 6 AT 19 
When some good fortune comes......... 7 46 ald 
When your conscience bothers.......... 16 49 8 
FOR WHOM DO YOU PRAY? 
Mornsthemsick ty estiere nite cute tine stn ee cee Zi 41 5 
Eorepeoplesin= trouble seit sommes 11 48 16 
Forsiriends 20 ete eee eee ee ee 33 32 5 
FOV EY OU Tall yarme metea te oct. siemens 39 36 
Horsyour. Lutnera Leaciem:, .. 1. eee ss 12 40 21 
Horm National, Leaders yates ose yoo es 7 35 30 
Fors missionaries. ..cr to ert een 12 40 22 
Wort, VOUS pastor vers esi ena oe ete 12 43 20 
Eor- your senemiese =... seek ee eee eee 8 39 24 
EForgS so steachers See eee. eee ee one 7 27 37 
For your girl friend or boy friend...... 20 30 26 
Yes Sometimes No 
Do you appreciate when others pray for you.... 64 8 
Do you believe prayer has changed things for you 61 4 4 
Have you had a definite answer to a prayer..... 34 20 16 
Do you pray more for yourself than for others... 43 PAR 11 
Do you have a prayer together as a family ...... 38 21 15 
Do you pray about your love life...-........... pail PH | 26 
Do you prefer creating your own prayers....... 49 15 a 
Do you think that your Luther League has helped 
your tov praysurace. csr onc we ee ene 55 14 
Would you desire more topics on prayer at your 
Luther League meetings .................06- 38 23 
Would you lead in a free prayer at a meeting .. 30 27 We 
Would you read a written prayer at a meeting... 51 17 i 
Would you like to take part in a prayer meeting 29 aL Ly 
Do you think that the prayer life of your church 
should receive more attention.............. 45 7 
Do you profit from the pulpit prayers of yourpastor 42 Del 9 
Do you have a prayerslisteeee nee eee 13 60 
Would you make a pledge with a group of others 
to pray daily for the sick, the program of the 
church, and all matters of spiritual concern to 
your congregation and league............... 58 15 
Would you like to read a good book on prayer... 41 21 13 
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LIVING STONES 
(Continued from page 7) 


We cherish the memory of a scene 
which we witnessed one Good Fri- 
day as the first rays of the rising 
sun bathed the majestic Andean peaks 
pf Boyaca in warm light: A group of 
ountry folk clad in “ruanas” with 
heir black hats removed and heads 
bowed reverently in prayer as we con- 
secrated yonder rustic cemetery ... 
The fervent voice of a young Colom- 
rian preacher heralding the glories of 
the Gospel and the power of the re- 
surrection. Retaining such a memory, 
i is easier to pray for those who de- 
secrated that holy place. 


| 
| More beautiful even than this church 


hWhich we dedicate today are those 
ruins of Colombian sanctuaries; far 
ore beautiful is the spiritual temple 
of which you are the stones. 


This new church which has risen, 
10 to speak, out of the ruins of the 
ast, speaks eloquently of the love 
and sacrifice of numerous unknown 
orethren in Christ (members of the 
omen’s Missionary Federation of the 
".L.C. and others), whose generosity 
e deeply appreciate. It is a monument 
10 those who have worked and suf- 
‘ered here for Christ and to those 
mvho have laid down their lives for 
he Gospel. It is a monument before 
hich you, my brethren, have brought 
lhe wreaths of your offerings, your 
iorayers, your loyalty and your love. 


CHI HIDAAAAIAIA AI AAA IIH! 


OF A DISCIPLE 
by W.C. Berkemeyer 


An imagina- 7 
tive Lenten 
devotional 
book, writ- 
ten as the 
diary of an 
unknown 
witness to 
the miracu- 
lous happen- | 
ings of Gospel times. 
Divided into forty read- 
ings for each of the days 
of Lent. 


$1.75 at all book stores 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 


Or order from your bookstore 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


More beautiful still, and far more 
sublime, is His church of living stones, 
the monument of His supreme sac- 
rifice on Calvary, the spiritual temple 
whose corner stone is Christ. 


“Come to Him, to that living stone, 
rejected by men but in God’s sight 
chosen and precious, and like living 
stones be yourselves built into a spir- 
itual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 
kA NED) 


Let us come and humbly kneel be- 
fore the Savior who redeemed us 
from sin by His own blood. Let us 
lift our eyes in obedience and faith 
to the fields that are white unto har- 
vest, where we shall reap, rejoicing, 
what we sowed with tears. Let us 
sing our grateful praises to God who 
by His infinite grace and without any 
merit whatever on our part, has made 
us members of His Holy Church Uni- 
versal, the communion of saints. 


“Built on the Rock the Church doth 
stand, 


Even when steeples are falling; 
Crumbled have spires in every land, 
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Bells still are chiming and calling; 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the soul distressed, 
Longing for rest everlasting.” 
Amen. 


CHRISTIAN PARADOX 


It is in loving—not in being loved— 
The heart is blest; 

It is in giving—not in seeking gifts— 
We find our quest. 


If thou art hungry, lacking heavenly 
food— 
Give hope and cheer. 
If thou art sad and wouldst be com- 
forted— 
Stay sorrow’s tear. 


Whatever be thy 
need— 
That do thou give; 
So shall thy soul be fed, and thou 
indeed, 
Shalt truly live. 


longing and thy 


—Author Unknown 
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MANAGER WANTED—Supervision of 
22 guest Lutheran Home for the Aged, 
Edmore, Michigan. Residence at the 
home, opening May 1, 1954. Social Se- 
curity benefits. For further details if 
interested contact S. M. Brock, Ionia, 
Michigan. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


Lincoln 


FORD VAN LINES 


Nebraska 


COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 


SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 


College Hill, Blair, Nebraska 


Phone 2727 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


oi N 
tHe 
ay 


Telephones: 
CIrcle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 


Information Free. 


All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ioe 


Received 


Total Budget. hsnc spencer ee ee ee ae ee ]197567.00 
PYEVIOUSIY “ACKNOWLEAR EG, eoccces sacnesuecneecee cates sree atest sole exe eles suisse yeaa eRe |128444.84] 
Fresno, Calif., Sunday School of Bethel Luth. Church, Christmas offering. | 22.25 
Fresno, Calif., Ladies Aid of Bethel Luth. Church memo of Peter Smith., 5.00 
Fresno, Calif., Ladies Aid of Bethel Luth. Church ....... ; 30.00 
Fresno, Calif., Mrs. T. Jensen memo of Mrs. Klingby .... oa 1.00 
Fresno, (Calit., Bethel lithe (Churcher te cee teen csc ane ae eee er ee 57.45 
Eresno wGahis epetivel Eiitine@ Murch ees wannerae: ssasnestoheece cones aoe cece eee eee 1205.39 
Greene Bay, Wisi, Miss# Ei bbamandenrson ec. crs kes to cececseceem cree tes eaetnie een 10.00 
Pass) Dake, Ont., Canada, Salem uth, Sunday) School. acest sneeeee 10.00] 
Farmington, Minn., Farmington Luth. S. S., offering at Christmas program 115.22 
Dany rancisco; Calif.) Anse@mrels uta Omureh) gates nie ceet eters temee mee 200.00 
Clifton, Ill, Zion Ev. Luth. S. S., contents of birthday bank 


Brushes Colo, CAIMTSaIntsy CS DUrGHy merece ee eee ee ee cee ee ene 
Exira, la., Mr. and Mrs. Charles Petersen memo of Fred Christensen ........ 


MUN COMO, (CTareobuounie ATI COVARCEI  opsaccccacec ect soeceoe edhe rene esiyeneecenrRnesAbcAnen ait i 

Minden, Nebr., Bethany Luth. S. S., Christmas program offering ............. 46.16 

Viborg, S. D., Mrs. Carl E. Lund of Spring Valley Church in memory of:........... 
Heratathens Wlartinwmivwiestersaarcd. orsee taciee aan annie wane ti ely mie pie nmin et ee 25.00 


Westby, Mont., in memory of Sam Felland, St. Paul, Minn.: Mrs. Sam 
Felland, Martin, Vivian and Kathleen Felland, and Mrs. Albert Ras- 
mussen and Ardis $100; Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Larsen and Mr. and 
Mrs, Eldon Hansen $4; Mr. and Mrs. Richard Moore and Mr. and Mrs. 
Ur MOOT EMSS) 0.2: ticeccars osc SRT ee ae oe OSE EE ee a ton Fei te Se ae 


Spencer, Ia., Bethany Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of S. S. Gilerest .... 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church in memory of J. R. Jensen .. 
Northitield, Ninn wst) eters  luth e@hunch eines st ene ene 


Curtis, Crandall ands Peter ineNiclsen Gena ne ee ee 
Toronto, Ont., Canada, S. S. of St. Ansgar Luth. Church, 
Christmasmtree. afes tivalien greece sree een eee rere ee ee ; 


Fremont, Nebr., First Luth. S. S., part of Christmas offering ... 
Sleilonys Lely Wroulinexel ABN, WLAD YOY, COVPEMOGY cs Aibaneec cee ne vcsawibeena eo values 


SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan 


——— 


5 Received Mission Mission Missi 


Chil- 


dren’s School General 


Homes Fund Fund 


22.25 


South 


Home 


February 8, 1! 


Indian Utah 


Mission Mission Mission Fw 


15600.00|80000.00|24747.00|36643.00|7650.00|1542.00/3138 
|16551.28/45489.06/13748.41/21940.87/7222.85|1673.26/2181 


| 
1732.81[5219: 


Gen. 


Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fore 


on Mission Mission Mission 


Dion HOstnesl La . 147988.44]]12610.52 


9780.63|10732.88/10154.64 


622.48 


394.04| 3287.45 


Fresno, Calif., Soren Aagaard in memory of T. Aagaard ..... 
IIPeSiO mw Gadih- muse tiel: sential: Chater acess enscrereemartiess asec tere 
Coulter, Ia., Nazareth Luth, Sunday School 
Portland, Ore., Bethany Luth. Sunday School bod 
Green’ Bayi Vise vissS i DPeaseATICELSON” iw iianateemeecs teen ee cheee ene eae 
Morton Grove, Ill., Mis, Victoria M. Boyesen for Mrs. Inadomi’s 
Girl School in memory of Mrs. Christine Andersen, Mrs. 
BOY ESSERE GHIOEDER Wo ten aks cect nearer aia obtee atateeba are e eat as aatipmocr pate 
Denver, Colo., First Bethany Luth. Church, LWA Milk Fd. ........ 
Denver, Colo., First Bethany Luth. Church, for training of mis- 
SHOMAGICS. epee mire near mec ere BST eR STE AaE NACE Si aera Me AER eo eg 
Denmark, Wis., in memory of Arthur Larsen: Mr. and Mrs. Aug. 
Johnson and EHiffie $3, Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert Nelson $1, Mr. 
and Mrs: Howard Nelson mand mhamitlive pam vas sscn sete: cmeneese aa ites 
Denmark, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nelson and family in 
momonry. oly Alvin sPetersen: Maso: cotter uncdictecdsede te ness ieee eee 
Elk Horn, la., Memorial gifts for the Parki Juli Mission among 
the Santals: 
Hriendssin memory ote NN, Lee GAnstemsenina-cseseasae mn aie ene 
Friends in memory of Guy Christensen 
Friends in memory of Mrs. Pearl Jensen 
Friends in memory of Linda L. Nielsen 
Poy Sippi, Wis., First English Luth. Church for LWA Milk Fd. 
LOM MNT LOTUS marae eats case eee ae ee One eee ee eee ee 
Racine, Wis., Kyushu Mission Society of Immanuel Luth. Church 
for church benches for the new church at Bogota, Colombia 
Viborg, S. D., Mrs. Carl If. Lund of Spring Valley Luth. Church 
in memory of her father Martin Wiesteroaande renee tee 
Minneapolis, Minn., in memory of N. G. Hansen: Nels Madsen, 
Miss Lou Madsen and Mr. and Mrs. Guldseth ........................ 
Parlier, Calif., Miss Carrie Petersen and Mrs. P. Christiansen 
in memory of Martin Paulsén, Blair, Nebr. 
INVACCE SUE, AboMiS say Mra wb ates (OaOWe) My cence Aro Wacatechnsavaeeerrcandy nontvicesm-rere... 
Viborg, S. D., in memory of Paul Paulsen of Spring Valley 
Luth. Church: Mr. and Mrs. Harold Nielsen and family, Mr, 
eioWel WINGS Michael INKY Bune Neha? Valk 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., Trinity Luth. Chureh in memory of J. R. 
ARSVANSIS\ Ngee cho socersgatertucchoteace SOIR OREO ER eae REE EN Ec dismrcsincbrissmereentioer a 
Chicago, Ill, Universal Travel Service refund on Rev. Jacob- 
Seuss return iriny frombeeAfrica, ..0.., cue 
Northfield, St. Peter’s Luth. Church 
Minneapolis, Minn., Immanuel Luth. 


"ebruary 8, 1954 


udubon, Ia,, 


gvaks, Okla., Helping Hand Sooty Tre eae ee ee ee cn 15.00 
Lope, ONG DP emenony vole lene Cum VAshyaen ete ee 10.00 
ouncil Bluffs, the Miriam Guild for Mrs. Inaodmi’s S. S. ....... 5.00] 
Boman iNebrs Eile Creek ‘adies Aid A...s.006 ee. 10.00] 


Thomas Jorgensen, for Parkijuli, Santal Mission .................... ie 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DRIVE 
Dana 
Building 

; Received Fund sion Fd, 
Wmeviously “acknowledged  ........:cccccccesccseescee |206691.11]|123854.06|82837.05 
iresno, Calif., Ladies Aid of Bethel Lu-| 

theran Church 


Church 


Total Exten- 


inf wuemory, Ot, JACOD| tne. 


(| PRISER Cas Gata - cuenta piadealaeSalehem eaitie ea | 5.00| 0.0 lll anaes, aces 
resno, Cali lieViryin memory, of Pe-|\teentse. eden cael occ. 
| GR ISTITE eee. Se eee ee ey ee | 5.00]] B00 | en, eee 

Horn Luth. Church ..| 677.33] | 406.40| 70.93 


Total |207378.44]/124270.46183107.98 
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49284,17| 


]10858.80]10239.02 


Received with thanks. 
Blair, Nebr., January 30, 1954. 


H. J. Hansen, Treasurer. 


Pertinent Facts Concerning the National Lutheran Council 


The National Lutheran Council, which is holding its 
Mth annual meeting in Atlantic City, N. J., Feb. 2-5, 
954, was organized during World War I as a common 
sgency to further the interests and activities of the Lu- 
theran Churches in America. The Council represents 
fight church bodies with a constituency of four and one- 
;alf million members, or about two-thirds of American 
utheranism. 


Participating in the Council are the United Lutheran 
hurch in America (2,088,000 members); Evangelical 
hutheran Church (907,000). American Lutheran Church 
791,000); Augustana Lutheran Church (485,000); Lu- 
meran Free Church (64,000); United Evangelical Lu- 
Hheran Church (52,000); Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
hurch or Suomi Synod (31,000); American Evangeli- 
;al Lutheran Church (20,000). 


Cooperation in the Commission for Soldiers’ and Sail- 
srs’ Welfare during World War I convinced many church 
traders that the various bodies could work together and 
hat large responsibilities—too great for any single 
-roup—could easily be borne by a common cooperative 
.gency. As a result, the National Lutheran Council 
vas organized in 1918. 


In its formative years, the Council’s major efforts 
were devoted to the pressing problem of aid to needy 
utherans in Europe. From 1919 to 1925, more than 
7,000,000 was raised to provide food, clothing, shelter 
rnd spiritual care to victims of war, and to assist foreign 
nissions cut off from their parent societies. 


Again in World War II, the Council was called upon 
i undertake a program of emergency activities through- 
mut the world. Through its annual financial appeal 
town as Lutheran World Action, nearly $37,000,000 
as been raised among the 10,000 local congregations 


affiliated with the participating bodies of the Council in 
the 13 years since 1940. 

In addition $30,000,000 in food, clothing, medicines 
and other supplies have been shipped to 26 countries 
around the world in the past eight years by Lutheran 
World Relief, the material aid agency of the Council. 

The entire program of LWA and LWR has been over 
and above the regular work of the various church 
bodies. It marks the greatest relief effort ever under- 
taken by the Lutheran Churches in America or by any 
group within American Protestantism. 

During 1947, the activities of the Lutheran World 
Federation in the United States were consolidated with 
the National Lutheran Council. By this action, the Coun- 
cil became the U.S.A. Committee for the Lutheran 
World Federation, and thereby assumed larger responsi- 
bilities and increasing importance. This committee is 
responsible for the allocation of emergency funds raised 
by Lutheran World Action. 

The Council is now active in the fields of social wel- 
fare, student work, public relations, research and statis- 
tics, American missions, service to military personnel 
and hospitalized veterans, Latin American missions, aid 
for foreign missions cut off from parent societies in 
Kurope, resettlement of displaced persons and refugees, 
and inter-church aid and material relief abroad. 


The Council has its headquarters in New York City, 
occupying its own building at 50 Madison avenue. It 
also maintains offices in Chicago, IIl., and Washington, 
D.C. 


The executive director is Dr. Paul C. Empie, who suc- 
ceeded Dr. Ralph H. Long when the latter died in 1948. 
Dr. John A. Morehead was the first executive director 
(1923-30) and Dr. Long the second (1930-48). Dr. Em- 
pie is also director of Lutheran World Action, 


Che Bible Fr Or Cla 


The new RSV Bible preserves the timeless 
beauty of the King James Version, yet it is 


Here at last is a Bible written in living language. . . 
A Bible that can literally change your life and bring 
you greater peace of mind, through its clear and power- 
ful wording. You will find yourself turning to it regular- 
ly, to enjoy all the help and stimulation that God’s Word 


offers, in these troubled times. 


This new version is an authorized Bible, actually more 
faithful to the earliest known manuscripts than any 
other version. Since the King James Version was pub- 
lished 342 years ago, new light has been shed on the 
Scriptures by the dramatic discoveries of old documents. 
The RSV is based on these authoritative manuscripts, 


so is in a sense our oldest Bible. And it is far more 


free of outdated expressions. Ninety-one Bi- 
ble scholars cooperated in the fourteen-year- 
long labor to recover the full meaning of 
the Bible. 


accurate and easier to understand. 


xxx 4AVATLABLE NOW IN FIVE HANDSOME EDITIONS :xxxxxxxxx. 


Black Sturdite, Morocco-grained limp binding, with 
red edges and rounded corners. Genuine gold stamping 
on spine. Three-color presentation page. Complete text 
with footnotes, 992 pages, 12 illustrations in 4 colors, 
12 reference maps in 6 colors. Book size, 544x734x11/8 
inches thick. Page size 544x714 inches. Individually gift- 
boxed in maroon and gold. $3.50 


Blue washable cloth binding, with white edges and 
stained top, square corners. Genuine gold stamping on 
spine, 2-color jacket. Complete text with footnotes, 
992 pages, 12 illustrations in 4 colors, 12 reference 
maps in 6 colors. Book size, 514x734x11/8 inches thick; 
Page size, 544x714 inches. $3.25 


Buckram edition, bound in the finest maroon buckr 
with a Sturdite spine stamped in genuine gold. Prin 
on fine Bible paper in clear, legible type with ple 
of white space between the lines for easy reading. P. 
size, 514x8% inches. $€ 


Genuine black leather binding, stamped in genu 
gold, and with the same page size and easy-to-read pri 
ing as used in the buckram edition. Red under g 
edges, ribbon marker, each Bible individually box 


(libel eg. lah $1 


RSV Text Bible for School, College, and Church, 922 
pages of complete text with footnotes. Black cloth over 
boards, square corners, genuine gold stamping on spine. 


Suiheran Publishing House 


200 SOUTH FIFTH STREE 


UO =BLAIR, NEBRASKA — OO 


$3.00 
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